
STAFF REPORT 
 
 
TO:   Mayor and City Council  DATE:  February 19, 2008 
          
VIA:   Gary Jackson, City Manager 
 
FROM:   Sam Powers, Economic Development Director 
 
PREPARED BY:     Stephanie Monson, Urban Planner for Economic Development 
    
SUBJECT:  Contract with planning firm Goody Clancy for Downtown Master Plan 
 
Summary Statement:  Consideration of a resolution authorizing the City of Asheville to enter into 
a contract with planning firm Goody Clancy, not to exceed $170,000, to develop the Downtown 
Master Plan.  The execution of this contract is subject to the approval of the City Attorney. 
 
Review:  City Council’s adoption of the 2007-08 Annual Operating Budget included funding in 
the amount of $170,000 for the creation of a new Downtown Master Plan. After a thorough 
selection process the Downtown Master Plan Advisory Panel selected Goody Clancy, an 
architecture, planning and preservation firm from Boston, Massachusetts, as the best consultant 
for this project.  The Office of Economic Development, along with the Downtown Commission, 
now seeks Council’s approval to execute a contract between the City of Asheville and Goody 
Clancy in an amount not to exceed $170,000.  Project management of the Downtown Master 
Plan process will be conducted under an hourly rate staffing contract with Ms Sasha Vrtunski.  
Ms. Vrtunski is a former City Development Director and served in a similar capacity to the Civic 
Center Task Force. 
 
The Office of Economic Development issued a Request for Qualifications for Urban Planning, 
Urban Design and Economic Development Planning services for a Downtown Master Plan in 
October 2007. An advisory panel composed of City staff, County staff and Downtown 
Commission members was formed to manage the consultant selection process.  The Advisory 
Panel received Statements of Qualifications from twenty six firms; six were short listed and four 
were invited to interview and present proposals to the panel. Each firm was scored on a list of 
baseline criteria.  The panel came to a consensus that Goody Clancy was the best match for the 
City.  
 
Pros:  
• The contract amount will equal the budget amount of $170,000. 
• Entering into an agreement with Goody Clancy to lead the master planning process will make 

staff resources available for other priority projects while still participating in the master plan 
process.  

• In addition to being a highly qualified and award winning firm, Goody Clancy is partnering 
with team members whose skills and experience are extraordinarily well suited for this 
project, including:  
An economic development specialist in cultural heritage who is an Asheville resident, the 
creator of the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Main Street program, and 
transportation consultants who have repeatedly worked with the City of Asheville’s 
Engineering department on large projects. The advisory panel projects this team will deliver a 
detailed, comprehensive and practical planning document to guide the growth of the 
downtown area over the next ten years. 



 
Con:   
• Staff has not identified any disadvantages to contracting with Goody Clancy.  
 
Recommendations:  Staff recommends City Council approve a resolution authorizing the City of 
Asheville to enter into a contract with planning firm Goody Clancy, not to exceed $170,000, to 
develop the Downtown Master Plan.   
 

Attachment:  
(1)  Resolution 



RESOLUTION NO. 08-________ 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA, TO EXECUTE 
A CONTRACT WITH GOODY CLANCY, FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $170,000 TO 
DEVELOP A DOWNTOWN MASTER PLAN 

WHEREAS, the City of Asheville has the authority pursuant to N.C.G.S. 160A -20.1 and 
160A-363 to enter into contracts with private entities to prepare plans; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Asheville wishes to update the 2002 Center City Plan, and has 

approved funding of $170,000 on June 19, 2007 to be used for costs associated with creating a 
new, refined plan to be called the  Downtown Master Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City issued a Request for Qualifications for urban planning, urban 

design, and economic development planning services to address said plan, and formed an 
Advisory Panel composed of City staff, County staff, and Downtown Commission members to 
select from the qualified consultants; and   
 

WHEREAS, The Advisory Panel has determined that Goody Clancy was the best 
qualified firm to perform this work; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Office of Economic Development recommends City Council approve 

the authorization of the City of Asheville to enter into a contract with Goody Clancy not to 
exceed $170,000 to develop the Downtown Master Plan. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ASHEVILLE AS FOLLOWS:  
 

(1)The City of Asheville is authorized to enter into contract with Goody Clancy not to 
exceed $170,000 to develop the Downtown Master Plan; 

 
(2) That the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute the contract with Goody 

Clancy, subject to approval of the City Attorney.  
 
 Read, approved and adopted this 19th day of February, 2008. 
 
 
_____________________________  ______________________________ 
City Clerk     Mayor 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
City Attorney 
 
 
 


